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Project EduAccess

Access to higher education is a privilege most people from
marginalised communities are systematically denied through cost,
information and dispositional barriers.

Project EduAccess is a modest attempt to improve inclusivity in HEIs by
removing these barriers for marginalized communities in South Asia.

We hope to achieve this by providing expert mentorship, support and
guidance to learners in South Asia.



PhD Education
University of Cambridge
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PhD Zoology
University of Cambridge 
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UNSW Sydney



How to look for funding?

• Department Funding

• College Funding 

• University Funding 

• Research Council Funding

• External Funding 

▪ Trusts (Rhodes, Inlaks, Felix, Gates-Cambridge) 

▪ Country (UK: GREAT Scholarship, India: Overseas Scholarship for ST/SC, PwD

etc.) 

• Other sources of funding: loans, institutional sponsor, crowdfunding 



Department Funding

This is a screenshot of all the 
scholarships available to 

pursue a PhD from the Saïd 
Business School at the 
University of Oxford.



This is a screenshot of all the 
scholarships available to 

pursue a PhD in Law at the 
University of Cambridge.



College Funding 

This is a screenshot of all the 
scholarships offered by Somerville 

College, available to for Indian 
students to study at the University of 

Oxford.

This is a screenshot of the funding 
page of University of Oxford, where 

you can search for scholarships 
available for your PhD programme.



University Funding

This is a screenshot of the funding 
page of any PhD course for University 

of Oxford.

This is a screenshot of the funding 
page of University of Durham which 

lists the various scholarships available 
to study at Durham - including 
scholarships for PhD students.



This is a screenshot of the funding 
opportunity available for PhD students 

at London School of Economics.



External Scholarships (UK)

UK Government Scholarships Indian Scholarships

Subject Specific General

• GREAT scholarship (for final year PhD 
students)

• Inlaks Scholarship
• Goa Education Fund
• Aga Khan Foundation 

Scholarships (not strictly Indian)
• JN Tata Endowment 

Scholarship (partial funding)
• KC Mahindra (Multiple grants, 

partial funding)
• Narottam Seksaria Scholarship
• India: Overseas Scholarship for 

ST/SC, PwD etc.

Scholarships by Trusts

● Rhodes Scholarship
● Gates Cambridge Scholarship
● Cambridge Trust Scholarships
● Felix Scholarship



• Fully funded scholarship – includes Tuition and Stipend

• Only for University of Oxford

• Post-graduate Scholarship

• 5 scholarships awarded for Indian students

• No bar on discipline (field)

• Age limit - above 18 years but below 24 years of age as on 1 Oct 20XX

(of the year of the application)

Rhodes Scholarship

https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/sc
holarships/the-rhodes-scholarship/



• Fully funded scholarship – includes Tuition and Stipend.

• Felix scholarships are offered at three universities - the University of

Oxford, the University of Reading and the School of Oriental and

African Studies (SOAS), part of the University of London.

• Application can be made to only one institution.

• The Scholarships are awarded on the basis of outstanding academic

merit and financial need.

• There is no separate application process: in order to be considered,

you must submit your application for graduate study by the relevant

January deadline for your course.

Felix Scholarship

https://www.felixscholarship.org/



Gates-Cambridge Scholarship
• A Gates Cambridge Scholarship covers the full cost of studying at Cambridge.

• Offers c.80 full-cost scholarships to applicants from countries outside the UK to

pursue a postgraduate degree in any subject available at the University of

Cambridge.

• Approximately two-thirds of these awards are offered to PhD students, 55 for

international students.

• Has a list of courses for which the scholarship is not applicable.

• The selection criteria are: outstanding intellectual ability, reasons for choice of

course, a commitment to improving the lives of others, leadership potential.

https://www.gatescambridge.org/programme/th
e-scholarship/



Inlaks Scholarship
• Award up to USD 100,000 to cover programme tuition as well as scholars’ living

expenses, healthcare, and one-way airfare.

• Has a list of courses for which the scholarship is not applicable.

• Open to all Indian passport holders who are resident in India at the time of

application.

• Candidates having or have started a postgraduate qualification (e.g. Master’s or

PhD) from an institution abroad are not eligible to apply.

• It is essential to have prior admission to the institution and course chosen at the

time of the application. The Foundation will not consider candidates without

evidence of admission.
https://www.inlaksfoundation.org



Cambridge Trust Scholarships
• Overall about 500 scholarships awarded every year.

• These scholarships are funded by the various trusts of the University of Cambridge

• Awards, which include both full-cost and part-cost scholarships, are offered to

selected students at PhD, Masters and undergraduate level, in all subjects and at all

31 Colleges of the University of Cambridge.

• The application process differs a bit for each scholarship and there are different

eligibility criteria for each.

• For Indian students, there is specifically the Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Cambridge

Trust Scholarship. It covers tuition fees, maintenance and Immigration costs.

https://www.cambridgetrust.org/



UK Research Council Awards
• These are studentships provided by the

various research councils. Usually occur in the

form of Doctoral Training Programmes (DTPs)

• Upto 30% of all studentships are for

international students

• Covers tuition fees (at UK level), maintenance

and research costs

• Need to usually apply for the specific

programme/DTP or can be nominated by the

department.

• Wellcome Trust also conducts its own DTPs but

for selected STEM subjects



Approximately 600 scholarships are available for Masters and doctoral research studies at the University of Melbourne

External Scholarships (Australia)

Australian Government Scholarships University Scholarships

University 
Postgraduate 
International 

Awards

University 
Postgraduate 

Awards

• Australia Awards Scholarships (India not 
a participating country)

•Australian Government Research 
Training Program Scholarships



External Scholarships (Australia)
All Australian Universities have Of 43 Australian universities, 37 have:

University 
Postgraduate 
International 

Awards

University 
Postgraduate 

Awards

• University Postgraduate Awards
(Joining a project)
○ Tuition Fees by universities
○ Stipend funded by the Faculty, 

School or Supervisor
○ Stipend negotiable depending 

upon the project funding

University 
International 

Awards (project 
joining)

• Both cover
○ Scholarship type: Full tuition fee cover
○ Scholarship stipend value: $29,854 per annum (2023 rate)
○ Health insurance: Overseas student health cover(OSHC)
○ Relocation allowance: Up $2000 for international students
○ Thesis Allowance: Up to $400 
○ Degree Program: MRes/ PhD
○ Available in:   In all faculties/ Any field of study
○ Number of positions: Multiple positions
○ Award Duration: up to 3.5 years for PhD, 2 for Masters



Application Timeline 
Varies with each university and country. Australia offers three intake seasons in a year

1. March Release
a. Applications close in last week of January
b. Offers roll out in March
c. Course begins in September  (T3)

2. June Release
a. Applications close in first week of May
b. Offers roll out in June
c. Course begins in February  (T1)

3. November Release
a. Applications close in first week of October
b. Offers roll out in November
c. Course begins in June  (T2)



Application and Selection Criteria
The application cycle is open thrice a year (T1 intake, T2 intake, T3 intake)

To be considered for a scholarship, you must:

a. complete your application for admission in postgraduate research to the
relevant faculty, and select the checkbox to be considered for research
scholarships

b. ensure your application includes all relevant supporting documents, referring
to the RTP/UPA applicant information pack and research experience guide
and evidence template (see related documents below).

The successful applicant will be awarded the Scholarship on the basis of:

a. academic merit,
b. research experience,
c. availability of a high quality research environment and resources to support the
candidature, and
d. availability of high quality supervisory arrangements to support the candidature



Some online resources
Popular online resources for funding and scholarships:

• https://www.scholarships.com/

• https://www.internationalstudent.com/scholarships/

• https://www.scholars4dev.com/

• https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/scholarships_en

• https://search.studyaustralia.gov.au/scholarship/search-

results.html?qualificationid=3&nationalityid=0

• https://www.findaphd.com/

• https://www.postgraduate-funding.com/gateway

https://www.scholarships.com/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/scholarships/
https://www.scholars4dev.com/
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/scholarships_en
https://search.studyaustralia.gov.au/scholarship/search-results.html?qualificationid=3&nationalityid=0
https://www.findaphd.com/
https://www.postgraduate-funding.com/gateway


Other Forms of Funding
LOANS
● You can apply for student loans offered by banks in India. Also, interest-free

loan scholarships are available like the K.C. Mahindra Scholarship, JN Tata
Endowment Fund and Narottam Seksaria Foundation funds.

STUDENT JOBS
● You can work part-time and support yourself during the course of your

program.

INSTITUTIONAL SPONSORS
● Your company / employer may support your education.



Tips for Scholarship Applications
WEBSITES
● Search department, college, university websites for scholarships available.
● Random search on scholarships for your desired courses.

CRITERIA
● Carefully read what is required for the application process.
● Course limit, age limit, work experience requirement, etc.
● Obligation to return.

APPLICATION
● Scholarship application different from university application.
● Leadership, extra-curricular activities, internships important.

INTERVIEW
● Interview required, so prepare and write application accordingly.



Stay Connected

www.projecteduaccess.com

projecteduaccess@gmail.com

Other ways to get in touch


